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Inspired by St Josephine Bakhita we are a community of learners, growing in faith, knowledge, wisdom, and 
character, to shine as lights of hope in the world. 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Next Friday, 31st October is World Teacher's Day. On this special day, we express our heartfelt gratitude 
to the dedicated teachers and support staff (ESOs/Admins) who bring passion, dedication, and 
commitment to their roles, inspiring and nurturing our children to grow academically, socially, and 
emotionally. Following the inspiring example of St Josephine Bakhita, our staff are motivated to deliver 
compassionate, kind, and caring support to every student, embodying the values of our school 
community. We are deeply grateful for their tireless dedication and unwavering commitment to 
providing outstanding education and care for our children. 

On this day we will also come together as a school community to celebrate Grandparents (special 
friends) Day. This is a special day where we give thanks for the inspiring people in the lives of our 
students.  An RSVP letter was sent home with the children last week detailing the morning. A copy can 
also be found at the end of this newsletter.  We look forward to welcoming many grandparents / special 
friends on this day.   

The 31st of October is also a day when the nation acknowledges a ‘Day of Daniel’, an initiative 
promoting child safety awareness and education in memory of Daniel Morcombe. The day encourages 
schools and communities to come together to teach children about personal safety. By wearing a touch 
of red and participating in activities, we show our support for child safety and pay tribute to Daniel's 
memory. More information on how our school will acknowledge this day can be found in this 
newsletter.  

Colour Run 
SJB will hold their first fundraising event, Monty’s Colour Fun Run on Friday 14 November.  Information 
was sent home last week to families detailing how you can help with fundraising. If you need  
any help with creating your profile, please contact the school office. Every dollar raised will  
go towards purchasing new sports and probiotics equipment for the children to use.  
 
 
 
 
Staffing Updates 
Congratulations to Mrs Phillips and her husband Brendan on the recent announcement that they are 
expecting their second child next year in April.  We wish Brooke, Brendan and Addie all the best as they 
await the special arrival of their precious baby.  
 



Mrs Hardy’s last day at SJB before she heads off on her parental leave will be Thursday 6th November.  It 
has been a privilege to be a part of her pregnancy journey. We wish Gabby, Dale and Frankie all the best 
for the safe arrival of baby number two in December. We can’t wait to hear the exciting news! 
 
School Disco 
Last Friday night we held our first school disco!  It was well attended, and the children had an absolute 
ball.  A VERY BIG THANK YOU to the amazing team of parents and staff, who worked behind the scenes 
to purchase items for the disco, set / clean up and supervise the event. Without their wonderful support 
the event would not have been possible.  

Thank you also to St Germain Coles and Spotlight Fountain Gate for generously donating a voucher for 
the school to put towards decorations and popcorn at the disco.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  

   

 

         

         



School Fees 
A gentle reminder that we ask that all school fees are finalised with the Office by the end of November.  
If you have any concerns regarding the school fees, please contact the Office. We understand that family 
circumstances can change, and we are here to support families in any way we can.  
 
2027 Foundation (Prep) Enrolments 
We're now inviting applications for 2027 Foundation student enrolments. If your child is starting school 
in 2027, please contact our Office to request an application form or download it from our website. To 
secure a spot, kindly complete the enrolment process before the end of the year. After this time, 
enrolments will be open to the broader community, and we cannot guarantee placement. 
 
SJB has talent! 
We are looking to hold a mini talent show on Wednesday 5 November for any student who would like to 
showcase their talents, sharing them with the rest of the school. If your child would like to sing, dance, 
play an instrument, tell some jokes etc, please let your child’s teacher or the office know. We would love 
to learn all about your child’s talents.  

Important Dates for Term 4  

Please note a change in date for the Whole School 2026 Orientation and the Whole School Excursion. 

 

Kind regards 
Kathryn Pepper 



Religious Education 
This week’s newsletter prayer was written by the year 3-5 students after creating their prayer 

garden  - situated outside their classroom. Thank you George for the beautiful illustration. 

 
 



SACRAMENTS 2026   Through St Thomas the Apostle Parish 
St Thomas the Apostle parish is seeking expressions of interest for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation 
(Grade 3 and above), the Sacrament of First Holy Communion (Grade 4 and above), and the Sacrament 
of Confirmation (Grade 6 and above). If your child is a Baptised Catholic and would like to receive these 
sacraments in 2026 please let the parish know your intention for your child to do this.  

Your child will be supported by the school to make these special sacraments, and will complete them 
with members of St Thomas the Apostle school, and children in local non-Catholic schools. 

 

Or use the following link 

https://forms.office.com/r/fLhk13X0hN 

 

Feel free to contact Pamela McKillop - Religious Education Leader -  at the school if you have questions 

 

                                                           
                                                              St Thomas the Apostle Parish News can be found on this link:  

             https://stthomasap.org.au/parish-news 

https://forms.office.com/r/fLhk13X0hN
https://stthomasap.org.au/parish-news/


LEARNING AND TEACHING 

Maths in Every Culture: Share Your Traditional Games 

At St Josephine Bakhita Catholic Primary School we believe learning happens best when it's meaningful, 
engaging — and fun! That’s why we’re on the lookout for traditional or cultural games from around the 
world that involve mathematics. Whether it's counting, measuring, strategy, or problem-solving, we 
want to bring these rich, diverse experiences into our classrooms. 

Do you know a game from your culture that teaches math skills in a playful way? It might be a game 
you grew up playing with family, one that's still enjoyed in your community today, or even a lesser-
known gem that deserves the spotlight. 

We’re especially interested in games that: 

● ·       Involve counting, logic, patterns, shapes, or numbers 
● ·       Can be played by children aged 5–12 
● ·       Reflect cultural traditions, languages, or stories 
● ·       Can be adapted for use in a classroom 

By sharing these games, you’ll be helping our students: 

● ·       Discover new ways of thinking about maths 
● ·       Celebrate cultural diversity in fun, hands-on ways 
● ·       Build global awareness while learning through play 

How You Can Help: 
If you know of a game (or can ask someone in your family or community), please get in touch! You can: 

● ·       Send us a written description of the game 
● ·       Share photos or videos (if available) 
● ·       Come and chat to us about the game 

Please contact: pamela.mckillop@sjbclydenorth.catholic.edu.au   and 
                           sarah.manaelski@sjbclydenorth.catholic.edu.au 

Let’s celebrate the many ways maths is woven into cultures around the world — and inspire our 
students to see maths as something meaningful, joyful, and universal. 

Thank you for helping us make learning an adventure for everyone! 



Student Wellbeing  
Exe c u t ive  Fu n c t io n in g  

Exe cu t ive  fu n c t io n s  a re  b ra in  p ro ce sse s t h a t  h e lp  u s m a n a g e  ou r t h ou g h t s a n d  a c t io n s .  

So m e  s tu d e n t s  n e e d  su p p o rt  in  m a n a g in g  t h e ir e xe cu t ive  fu n c t io n s  a n d  a re  u n a b le  t o  b e g in  t a sks  w it h o u t  it . 

Be lo w  a re  som e  s t ra te g ie s t o  su p p o rt  s t u d e n t s  w it h  s o m e  o f t h e ir e xe cu t ive  fu n c t io n s .  

Exe cu t ive  Fu n c t ion  St ra t e g ie s a t  Hom e : 

 1. Fa m ily c a le n d a r: t ra ck fa m ily a c t ivit ie s  o n  a  ca le n d a r e ve ryo n e  
ca n  se e  

2. W e e k ly p la n n in g  s e s s io n s : Ha ve  fa m ily m e e t in g s  t o  d iscu ss 
w h a t ’s  o n  fo r t h e  w e e k.  

3. Mo d e l p la n n in g  b e h a vio u r: Cre a t e  sh o p p in g  lis t s  o r p la n  
e ve n t s /a c t ivit ie s  t o g e th e r. 

 1. De s ig n a t e d  s t u d y a re a : Cre a t e  a  c lu t t e r-fre e  s tu d y a re a  w ith  
n e ce ssa ry su p p lie s .  

2. Us e  b a s k e t s  o r  b in s : Org a n ise  t a sks  u s in g  c le a rly la b e lle d  
co n ta in e rs  (h o m e w o rk, d ra w in g  e t c .) 

3. Re g u la r c h e c k -in s : Ch e ck in  e a ch  d a y a b o u t  h ou se h old  
jo b s/re sp o n sib ilit ie s .  

 1. Se t  ro u t in e s : c re a t e  c le a r ro u t in e s  fo r h o m e w o rk, job s  o r fu n ! 
2. Ta s k  lis t s : En co u ra g e  th e  u se  o f d a ily o r w e e kly t a sk lis t s  w ith  

it e m s to  t ick o ff. 
3. Mo d e l t im e  m a n a g e m e n t : De m o n st ra t e  e ffe c t ive  t im e  

m a n a g e m e n t  s t ra t e g ie s  t h ro u g h  yo u r a c t io n s  (like  ca lcu la t in g  
b re a kfa s t , t e e th , g e t t in g  d re sse d  e t c .) 

 1. Me m o ry g a m e s  a n d  p u zzle s : En co u ra g e  u se  o f g a m e s a n d  
p u zzle s  t h a t  fo cu s  o n  m e m o ry b a se d  a c t ivit ie s . 

2. Ac t ive  re a d in g  s t ra t e g ie s : p ro m o te  h ig h lig h t in g , n o t e -t a kin g  
a n d  su m m a ris in g  w h e n  re a d in g . 

3. En viro n m e n t a l o rg a n is a t io n : He lp  o rg a n ise  s tu d y sp a ce s  t o  
m in im ise  d is t ra c t io n s  a n d  o p t im ise  a cce ss ib ilit y. 

 1. Re fle c t ive  d is c u s s io n s : Ha ve  re g u la r co n ve rsa t io n s  a b o u t  t h e  
s t e p s  t o  co m p le t e  t h in g s . 

2. Go a l s e t t in g : W o rk w ith  you r ch ild  t o  se t  sp e c ific , a ch ie va b le  
g o a ls  a n d  d iscu ss s t e p s  t o  re a ch  th e m  

3. Mo d e l m e t a -c o g n it ive  t h in k in g : Sh a re  yo u r o w n  th in kin g  
p ro ce ss  w h e n  so lvin g  p ro b le m s o r m a kin g  d e c is io n s  

 



 1. Mo d e l e m o t io n a l re g u la t io n : De m on st ra t e  se lf-re g u la t ion  st ra t e g ie s a n d  su p p ort  
t h rou g h  c o -re g u la t ion  (b re a t h in g , fo llow in g  st e p s, se t t in g  g o a ls, p h ys ica l e xe rc ise  
e t c .) 

2. Sa fe  s p a c e : Cre a t e  a  d e d ica t e d  a re a  w h e re  fa m ily m e m b e rs c a n  g o  t o  se lf-re g u la t e . 
3. Em o t io n  vo c a b u la ry: Te a ch  you r c h ild  a b o u t  a  w id e  ra n g e  o f e m ot io n s so  t h e y a re  

a b le  t o  a rt icu la t e  t h e ir fe e lin g s. 

 1. P re d ic t a b le  ro u t in e  w it h  b u ilt -in  fle xib ilit y : m a in t a in  a  co n sist e n t  ro u t in e  b u t  
in c lu d e  op p o rt u n it ie s fo r le a rn in g  b y d iscu ssin g  ch a n g e s t o  rou t in e s. 

2. P la y  g a m e s  p ro m o t in g  fle xib le  t h in k in g : En g a g e  in  b oa rd  g a m e s, c a rd  g a m e s o r 
p u zzle s re q u irin g  st ra t e g y ch a n g e s. 

3. P ra c t is e  p ro b le m -s o lv in g  t o g e t h e r: En g a g e  in  fa m ily p ro je c t s  w h e re  p la n s m ig h t  
n e e d  t o  c h a n g e  

 1. Mo d e l fo c u s  s t ra t e g ie s : De m o n st ra t e  w a ys  o f p a yin g  a t t e n t ion  t o  on e  t a sk a t  a  t im e  
(u se  visu a l t im e rs  o r visu a l re m in d e rs) 

2. Sc h e d u le d  b re a k s : In c o rp ora t e  re g u la r b re a ks  d u rin g  a c t ivit ie s t o  m a in t a in  focu s . 
3. P h ys ic a l a c t iv it y : En c ou ra g e  m ove m e n t /b ra in b re a ks d u rin g  a c t ivit ie s t o  su p p ort  

con ce n t ra t ion  a n d  re fre sh  t h e  m in d . 

 

1. Vis u a l re m in d e rs : Use  c h a rt s , c h e c klist s  o r st icky n o t e s a s visu a l re m in d e rs fo r t a sks  
2. En viro n m e n t  o rg a n is a t io n : Ke e p  n e ce ssa ry m a t e ria ls  o rg a n ise d  a n d  e a sily 

a cce ssib le  
3. Fa m ily  in vo lve m e n t : W ork  a lo n g sid e  t h e  you n g  p e rso n  t o  su p p ort  t a sk  in it ia t ion  

 1. P ro b le m  s o lv in g  d is c u s s io n : En g a g e  in  d iscu ssio n s  a b ou t  a p p roa c h in g  d ifficu lt  
t a sks a n d  d e ve lo p in g  st ra t e g ie s  

2. Bre a k s  a n d  d o w n t im e : En su re  re g u la r b re a ks  t o  h e lp  m a n a g e  fa t ig u e  a n d  su p p ort  
se lf-re g u la t ion  

3. En c o u ra g e m e n t : P ra ise  you n g  p e op le  fo r t h e ir e ffo rt s  a n d  p e rsist e n c e  in  
c om p le t in g  t a sks . 

 

 
 
 
 



Child Safety  
 
Next Friday 31 October, we will be participating in Australia’s Biggest Child Safety Lesson as part 
of Day For Daniel. Students and staff are invited to wear a touch of red on the day to help raise 
awareness of the importance of Child Safety.  
 
The focus for each lesson includes -  

During the afternoon, we will come together as a school community to reinforce the importance of 
being able to Recognise, React and Report. We will then help to raise awareness for Child Safety by 
participating in the  ‘Walk for Daniel’ within our enclosed grassed area.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning Awards 
 

Our learning awards focus on our School Wide Expectations 
 

Inclusive, Respectful, Reflective, Safe 
 
  

 
Foundation PD Foundation M Foundation C 

Ariana-Mae- Reflective 
Hanvika- Reflective  
Rasheen- Safe 
Annbel- Respectful 

Amanda- Respectful 
Zane- Reflective 
Anik- Reflective 
Prayan- Safe 
Aryssia- Safe 

Saswin - Respectful 
Joel - Inclusive 

Angelyn - Reflective 
Anaad - Reflective 
Yuvraj - Respectful 

Year 1-2 M Year 3-5 F Specialist 

Mikayla - Inclusive 
Uday - Respectful 

Helayna - Safe 
Lia - Reflective 

Sarah - Inclusive 

Ezac - Reflective 
Prisha - Reflective  
George - Inclusive  
Oscar - Respectful  
Ryan - Respectful  

Rafael FC- Respectful 
Leo P FPD- Reflective 

 
These awards will be given out at our assembly on Thursday 30 October at 2.45pm.  

 
All families are warmly invited to attend.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
    



 
 
 
 
 
 

Child Safe Standards  
Working With Children 

 

St Josephine Bakhita has zero tolerance towards child abuse and is therefore committed to complying with the 
Ministerial Order No. 1359 – Implementing the Child Safe Standards – Managing the Risk of Child Abuse in Schools 
and School Boarding Premises. All parents/guardians wishing to help in the classroom or attend excursions MUST 
have viewed and completed the PARENT HELPER INDUCTION VIDEO and QUESTIONNAIRE and hold a current 
WORKING WITH CHILDREN CARD. 

Further details are available from the school office or the Justice Department website.  All parent/guardian 
helpers must sign in at the office before proceeding to the classrooms.  Your current Working with Children card 
must be displayed at all times when working in the classrooms and attending excursions. 

 

Volunteer Induction 

Are you ready to volunteer at our school? Before you start, please complete our online volunteer induction. This 
important step ensures you're familiar with our school's policies, procedures, and expectations. 

The online induction can be found on our school website under Child Safety and involves: 
https://www.sjbclydenorth.catholic.edu.au/child-safety/st-josephine-bakhita-volunteer-induction- 

● Watching our induction video 
● Reading through associated policies 
● Completing a short quiz 
● Signing our Volunteer Code of Conduct 
● Providing the school with your WWCC card which has been linked to the school 

By completing the online induction, you'll be ready to make a positive impact on our school community. If you 
have any questions or need help, don't hesitate to reach out. We look forward to having you on board! 

https://www.sjbclydenorth.catholic.edu.au/child-safety/st-josephine-bakhita-volunteer-induction-


 

 
 
STAYING SAFE AROUND THE SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 


